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ABOUT THE PLAY 
'- -• J c.11 Penny for A.Jong was written in 1949/50 at what Whiti-ng calls 

l 
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'a time of great personal happiness.' ~e goes on to say:, " ..... it 
~ med natural that such a feeling shoufd be expressed in a play. I 
.. ~ w'as...e tirely uncritical of life as I was living it then, and the whole 

- w0rlEf seemei:f to be in love. War appeared the greatest 'absurdity." '( I 

The play was his second to be written, but his first to be 
performed. H was first produced in 1951, the year in which 
Whiting won the Festival of Britain Play Competition with Saint's 
DaY,_. ,This play evoked the kind of adverse critical response that 
was to be the in itial greeting for most of Whiting's work, although 
many distinguished actors and directors acclaimed it, speaking of 
it as 'moving, beaut iful and fascinating.' (John Gielgud ancf Peggy 
A:shcroft) and recordirrg their ~ .. ... deep faith in his talent, il"ltegrity 
anp promise' (Tyrone Gothrie and Peter Brook) . _. 
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Cast in order of speaking: 

Sir Timothy Bellboys -
Humpage 
Samuel Breeze 
Lamprett Bellboys 
Hester Bellboys 
Dorcas Bellboys 
Hallam Matthews 
Edward Sterne 
Jonathah yvatki-ns 
George Sel-incourt 

\ 

ACT 1 : Marni g 
ACT 2: Later in the day ' 
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THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL OF 20 MINUTES BETWEEN THE ACTS 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
In the summer of 1804 England was traembling in anticipation of a 
vast invasion by Napoleon Bonaparte,yyho was seen by many'. as 
tRe devil incarnate. Wild tales and rumours of his method of attack 
ran up and do /lthe country, b1:1t the'f.crct of impending invasion ' 
was widely accet ed:.---~ 1 

1 

It is aga·n. t~ is backg~ound t a _-hiting sets his play. He sax:s: , 
1!11:; ",lhef.l stor~ 11efe~ c·es iA he_f) lav-~ e )ift?a . 1 liave, takeh no 
1!1::::::==i1::;:;-i berties. I t f'~ -a J y....Aec~~ o em · der . · ne I urfacies ri.f 

- the English at war~' 1
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~.,. FOR THE OUESTORS, LTD. 
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TOUR MANAGER ; : RO_GER KELLY 
PUBLICITY MANAGER : JACKIE TODD . 

~ \,--
HOUSE MANAGER : ALAN GR fi(KI BEB~ ~ 
BOX Ql;.F IC Ii : BETTY SC RI V)='N 8:R~•-2· :=:;•::: 

- ~ "' 
FOR 'A PENNY FOR A SONG' · I f-

Stage Manager r TIM HAYWAF.LQ-•:·,;;;;!.."E..""'" 
Deputy Stage Manager LESLEY MONTGOlvfEHY .-
Lighting ~ MARTIN STQN£R 
Sound BRIAN McLOUG'Rl4N 
Wardrobe 

assisted by 

Properties 
Construction 
Assistant Stage Managers 

Stage and Tour Assistants 

BARBARA HUTCHINS 
ANNETTA BROUGHTON 
ADRfENNE HOWELL 
SUSAN SHEAHAN 
JANET WOOLBAR 

JAN MORGAN 
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Members of the audience are respectfully requested net to leav..e 

, litter at the theatre, nor to walk oh the stage at any t ime. 

All photographic rights are ret a ined by the owners of the.Minack 

Theatre . The taki ng of flash photograph_s during the perforfTlance 

is strictly forbidden.. 
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About the author: 

1917 
1930 
1934-6 
1936-8 

1939 
1940 
1944 
1944-6 

1947-51 
1947 
1948-9 
1949 
1951 

1951-2 
1953 
1954 
1957 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 

JOHN WHITING 
born in Salisbury, the son of an army captain 
sent to school in Taunton 
at R.A.D.A. 
series of acting jobs at Aberystwyth, Regent's Park and 
Bideford, where he met Jackie Mawson, whom he later 
married 
joined anti-aircraft section of Royal Artillery 
married Jackie Mawson 
discharged because of sinus trouble 
wrote unpublished novel 'Not a Foot of Land' and 
various stories and plays for radio 
in repertory at York and Scarborough 
wrote radio play Eye Witness and started on Saint's Day 
wrote Conditions of Agreement 
finished Saint's Day; started A Penny for A Song 
A Penny for A Song at the Haymarket 
Saint's Day won Festival of Britain Play Competition 
wrote Marching Song 
wrote The Gates of Summer 
Marching Song f irst produced 
wrote one-act play No Why 
Peter Hall commissioned The Devils 
The Devils opened at the Aldwych - and was a success 
cancer was diagnosed 
died on June 16th , a week after entering hospital. 

AIR PRODUCTS 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o O O 0 

INDUSTRIAL GASES 

A Breath of Fresh Air 
to British Industry 



THE CJJESTORS THEATRE 

Founded in 1929, the Ouestors has become one of the 
leading amateur theatres in Great Britain. The Ouestors 
has over 4,000 members, and owns a large and valuable 
site in West London. 
On this site, in 1964, a completely new, flexible play
house was opened in the presence of Her Majesty, the 
Queen Mother. The playhouse is adaptable to thrust, 
arena or proscenium arch staging and it was far advanced 
for its time. It has attracted interest from all corners of 
the world. 
The Company is entirely amateur. It presents fourteen 
major productions each year in its main theatre, plus some 
eight Studio productions in its smaller workshop theatre. 
A Penny for a Song will be performed in the main 
playhouse during October 1978. 
Apart from presenting a wide variety of plays, Ouestors 
houses visiting companies from home and abroad, mounts 
art exhibitions, runs several workshops and clubs for 
young people, as well as a two-year training course for 
actors, and occasionally tours productions in this country 
and overseas. 
The Questors is a theatre club; therefore only members 
may purchase tickets at its London playhouse - but it's 
easy to join! The current annual subscription is £6.00. 
Students and those under 18 need only pay £2.50. 
Al I members are entitled to an average of ten free seats 
per season for Ouestors productions. 

For further details, apply to: 
The Administrator, 
The Questors Theatre, 
Mattock Lane, 
Ealing, 
London W5 580 Telephone: 01-567 0011 . 

****************************** 
NEXT SEASON AT THE QUESTORS

September 9 - 16 
THE KILLING OF SISTER GEORGE by Frank Marcus. 

October 7 - 14 
A PEN NY FOR A SONG by John Whiting. 

November 4 - 18 
ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA by William Shakespeare. 
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